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Homer
Garden
Club
The next Homer Garden
Club meeting will be
April 24, 2:00 pm, at the
Bidarka Inn, downstairs.

Board of Directors
Francie Roberts, President —
235-1068,
francie.roberts@gmail.com
Joan Splinter, Co-vice-president—
805-479-3736, jade1712@aol.com
Tony Burgess, Co-vice-president
399-8280, drtburgess@gmail.com
Brenda Adams — 235-3763
brenda@GardensByBrenda.com
Sharon Froeschle—277-0241
akfroeschle@gmail.com
Barbara Kennedy — 235-4347
barbara_e_kennedy@msn.com
Jeanette Lawson— 854-9065
chugiakchick@gmail.com
Julie Parizek — 226-3276
j3parizek@gmail.com
Peggy Pittman—399-4738
ppittman2588@gmail.com
Paula Riley — 435-3983
pauril@yahoo.com
Jessica Shepherd—299-8811,
alyce.ryan@we.com

April 2016

April 24 Meeting to Feature Janice Chumley on the
Subject “All Things Potatoes”
Doesn’t everyone love a good potato? Refine your growing skils with advice
from Janice Chumley, our guest on April 24. She will review potatoes cultivation, potato varieties, problems with pests, diseases and more. Janice
Chumley has been an avid potato producer and variety tester for years. She
is the IPM (Integrated Pest Management) person for the Kenai Peninsula
District of the Cooperative Extension Service and really likes growing
potatoes. Join us to share in her enthusiasm and experience.

OCEANSIDE FARMS, 58508 East End Road, Homer, Alaska
www.oceansidefarms.weebly.com

We are offering Alaska certified seed potatoes grown in Homer
using organic methods! The six varieties are:
Magic Molly
Red Gold

Pimpemel
Robinta

Yellow Finn
French Fingerling

We suggest you plan to get them a month before your planting date so they can sprout
in low light. They are sold at Wagon Wheel, Ground Control, the veggies stand at
Oceanside Farms, and will also be available at the April Garden Club meeting. We will
be selling to Homer Garden Club members for $3.00 a pound.
Call Don “Iceman” McNamara at 299-7873 or
email to: OceansideFarmsAlaska@gmail.com.
Thank you for supporting our small local farm and stop by our stand for veggies
sometime!

Treasurer Report

by Peggy Pittman, Treasurer

March 2016
Income
Membership
Books

$

155.00
30.00

Total Income

$ 185.00

Expenses
Meeting
Venue
Program
Hospitality
Total Mtg
Baycrest Garden
Historian thumbdrive

260.00
350.00
32.59
$

642.59
80.00
29.99

Total Expenses

Beginning Balance 2/1/16
Income
Expenses

Ending Balance 2/29/16

Open 7 days a week
Lakeside Mall
3858 Lake Street

$ 752.58

$ 9,241.12
185.00
(752.58)
$ 8,673.54

Our rental department
offers a wide selection
of tillers, mowers, and
weed eaters!

Let us help make your garden beautiful with our
great assortment of planters, seeds, garden
tools, fertilizers, and potting soils.
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2016 Gardeners Weekend

by Roni Overway

Internationally acclaimed
gardener, Tracy DiSabato-Aust,
to highlight Gardeners’ Weekend
2016.

education you'll obtain, or because
you want to see and hear this
"exuberant, entertaining, knowledgeable" and sexy garden writer,
do put July 30th on
your calendar.

fitting that we have her back as the
guest speaker for the 10th anniversary of HGC's annual Gardeners'
Weekend. Late last year the Gar-

Hundreds of thousands of gardeners world-wide know the name,
Tracy DiSabato-Aust! Her first
book, The Well-Tended Perennial
Garden, has been referred to as
"the bible for perennial maintenance," having sold more than
180,000 copies. That book has become the best selling book in history for Timber Press, publisher for
many a garden writer.
When I first joined the Homer Garden Club in 2005, I had gardened
sort of "hit or miss" in Alaska for 40
years...but never as a knowledgeable practitioner of the fine art of
gardening! The club was abuzz at
that time about a speaking engagement Tracy had planned for the
Central Peninsula Garden Club.
Our club had chipped in financially
to help with the expenses of bringing her to Alaska. HGC members
were ready to high-tail it up the
road to hear her. But, duh! I hadn't
a clue! I didn't go! Well, now I get
a second chance...as we all do!

deners' Weekend committee sent
out a questionnaire to all club
members to try to determine what
sort of presentation they would value most. As it turned out, half of
the respondents (thank you for responding!) chose garden design
while half chose garden maintenance of some kind. We are fortunate that Tracy has agreed to do
one of each for us.

Sunday, July 31,
will feature, of
course, our ever
popular garden
tours. Five plus
garden owners
have committed to
opening their gardens for us and
our visitors. You
won't be disappointed. Whether
you're a "foodie" or
a flower person,
there will be something for each of
you.

The committee is still looking for
three garden hostesses. Hostesses are essential to this effort and
we're grateful to those of you who
have already signed up. Actually,
we are grateful to those of you who
have signed up for all of the tasks
related to the smooth operation of
the entire weekend event...we love
Although her primary claim to fame our volunteers! Call Roni Overis as a garden designer and writer, way at 226 3404 or Sharon
Tracy's presentation in Soldotna
having written threehugely popular Froeschle at 227-0241 if you have
was described by attendees as a
gardening books, Tracy is also a
any questions about the responsi"tour de force"; she spoke for three triathlete, which has led one garden bilities of hosts and hostesses.
hours to a packed room. Her lecwriter to refer to her as the sexiest We're always happy to hear from
ture circuit presentations have tak- garden writer around! So, whether you.
en her all over the world. It seems you are drawn to her talks for the

HOMER GARDEN CLUB PLANT SALE –

SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 11:00AM AT THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
We need your help!! Here’s how:

PLANTS!! The more the better, and the prettier the better. Perennials (good
time to divide them), annual/vegetable starters, house plants, native plants, berries, shrubs, trees… (drop off at the Chamber beginning at 9AM or call 235-6469
to make other arrangements or if you need help digging them up)
VOLUNTEERS!! We need people to help set-up, cashier, and clean-up. Contact
Marylou Burton at burtons@mosquitonet.com or call 235-6469 if you can help.
CARDBOARD FLATS! Save them and bring them to the sale.
CUSTOMERS!! Donate some plants, buy some new ones. You can never have too many flowers!
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March Meeting Minutes
Co-Vice President Tony Burgess
called the meeting to order at 2:04
PM on March 20, 2016.
He invited new members to introduce themselves. Five new folks
did so.

by Brenda Adams, Social Secretary
Gardeners’ Weekend. We need
three more hostesses, each for a
three-hour shift in an open garden
and one more veggie plate for the
reception. Gardeners’ Weekend will
be held July 30 and 31st.

Brenda Adams gave an update on
the spruce aphid problem. She also
showed the group the new signs for
the Baycrest garden and asked for
volunteers to help maintain the garden.

Tony introduced our speaker, Verna Pratt. He talked about the importance of shamans of the natural
world and described Verna as such
a treasure. She grew up a farm girl
who connects with plants on all levels, from botany to growing. Verna
moved to Alaska 50 years ago,
making her a native by now, he
Native Plant Society representative said. She is the lore master of naJeanie Woodring told us about the tive plants and has written many
Tony explained he was filling in for recently resurrected group. They
books on the subject, including her
president Francie Roberts, who
hold meetings the third Tuesday of first one which is organized by colwas traveling. He pointed out the
each month at the Center for Alas- or, a very useful approach for a
minutes of the prior meeting are
ka Coastal Studies and have a
field guide.
published in the newsletter.
speaker program at their meetings.
In summer they plan two field trips. When she took the floor, Verna,
Treasurer Peggy Pittman reported In April they’ll have a botanyjokingly said she wrote her first
$9,346.12 in the club bank account. friendly guy talk about plants. Mari- book because she had too many
She announced the club book is
lyn Barker will speak in May. Jeanie photos and didn’t know what to do
available for sale at the meeting
said meetings are announced in the with them. Lucky for us!
and at the Homer Bookstore. She
local paper and in Kyra’s newslettold new members that it cost $10 ter.
Verna started her talk by showing a
or $15 to join the club depending if
slide of an alpine meadow, saying
you want a basic or sustaining
Peggy Craig said she has 2-3 bags that lots of folks think they want a
membership.
of bone meal available.
garden like this. Most don’t want
Roni Overway gave a report on
(Continued on page 5)
Garden news: Tony asked what is
happening in members’ gardens.
Some had crocus or daffodils
blooming. Others reported peony’s
coming up. Teena reported her Iris
reticulata has nearly finished its
bloom. Tony predicted that though
it is anomalously warm now, it will
be very cold soon.

Tony announced we still need volunteers for the Spring Plant sale. A
sign-up sheet was passed around.
He also announced April’s program. Janet Chumley will speak on
All Things Potato. In May, new CES
agent, Casey Matney, will speak on
Fertilizing Homer Gardens.

3800 Sterling Highway,
Homer, Alaska
907-235-4969
Alaska Hardy Nursery is the home of over
500 varieties of Alaska Hardy®
perennials, trees, shrubs, vines and roses.
Our goal is to provide the largest variety of
Alaska Hardy® plants suitable for the great North.

970-235-7140
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Cookie’s Country Greenhouse
2340 East End Road, Homer, 235-8915 or 399-8915

Opening date — April 11
Featuring Proven Winners® plants
We also carry vegetable starts,
organic seed and seed potatoes, as
well as farm fresh eggs and red
wiggler worms.
(907)235-8915 or (907)399-8915

Nancy Lee Evans shopping

Open Monday through Saturday
from 9:00 to 6:00
in the garden and which take a firm We learned that Campanula rotunmanagement hand like Veronica
difolia will grow under spruce trees
the grass that is integral to a natu- grandiflora.
as well as her technique for develral meadow, however. Nor do they
oping new shrubs from her Eleagwant it to change over time, but
Sprinkled throughout Verna’s talk
nus commutata. She lets a shoot
that’s exactly what meadows do – were interesting tidbits about the
stay attached to the mother plant
they change. As an alternative ap- plants. For example, our native
for three years, then cuts it away
proach, Verna recommended semonkshood, Aconitum delphinifoli- and pots it up.
lecting garden-worthy natives to
um, which is poisonous to eat and
include in your garden.
affects the nervous system, was
If you missed this presentation, you
She presented over 50 different
used for harvesting whales. She
missed a very special opportunity.
Alaska native plants that can be
also told us about several plants
Verna shared so much valuable
started from seed for use in our
that are edible if harvested at the
information with us that there is no
gardens. Some are easy from
right stage of growth, some of
way to do justice to it here. To top it
seed, Aquilegia formosa, Iris sewhich require cooking first. An ex- off, her images were fabulous and
tosa, Polemonium pulcherrimum,
ample of this is the fiddle heads of a welcome bit of color on a snowy
and Papaver albo-roseum. Others the ostrich fern, Matteuccia struthi- Sunday.
are difficult from seed, Frittilaria
opteris, which must be harvested
camschatensis (better to try from a before the fiddlehead unfurls and
Tony adjourned the meeting at
rice module on the corm) and
boiled until soft. She cautioned us 3:45 PM.
Anemone narcissifolia. In addition, not to take more than half of the
we learned which are well-behaved new shoots during a given year.
March Meeting Minutes
(Continued from page 4)

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
******St. Augustine's Episcopal Church.is looking for healthy transplants of leafy greens (kale, chard, collards, lettuce) to grow in our raised beds for the Homer's Food Pantry. We will be looking for donations starting mid-May. If you would like to contribute to this effort, please contact Heather Johnson at
hjinak@yahoo.com or (907) 750-3934.
******Short of a snowstorm, we will do spring cleanout on the BAYCREST GARDEN on Wednesday, April
13th, starting at 10:00 AM. Bring hand tools.
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Ground Control

Hydroponic & Garden Supply
1392 Ocean Dr., #1, Homer, Alaska 99603 —
(907) 235-1521

OPEN Monday through Saturday 11:00—6:00
Your source for:

Hydroponic supplies, grow lights, seed starting supplies,
Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds, soil amendments

1506 Ocean Drive, Homer, Alaska 99603
Phone 235-8777
Lots & lots of
Bedding plants—flowers, tomatoes, vegetables, herbs—seeds,
garden supplies, fertilizers, soils, chicks, and more!
Monday—Friday 9:30—6:30, Saturday 9:30—6:00, Sunday 12:00—5:00

Homer Garden Club
P.O. Box 2833
Homer, Alaska 99603
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