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Newsletter
Gardeners’ Weekend July 29-30, 2017
FUN!!

FUN!!

FUN!!

In case you haven't noticed, SUMMER is in full bloom! That means
that plans for our 11th annual
Gardeners' Weekend are quickly
evolving, promising that another
incredibly fun weekend is in store
for all of us. You can look forward
to our traditional garden tours,
featuring 5 unique and beautiful
gardens and 3 bonus gardens. Our
end-of-the-day garden party at
Bear Creek Winery is on the drawing boards as well. And....if you've
never had the opportunity to listen
to Ciscoe Morris, don't let this
chance pass you by! Our 2017
special guest speaker is a force of
nature; an entertaining and enlightening master gardener and arborist
who has taught gardening techniques to thousands of radio
listeners in the Pacific Northwest
for years! Peppering an informative
presentation with dollops of fun
and laughter, for us he will dispel
any mysteries of container gardening and help us bring these small,
anyone-can-do-it gardens out of

the shadows and into the limelight. His is a subject that has not
been covered before during a
Gardeners’ Weekend. “Everything’s
Going to Pot" is a detailed and
instructional conversation about
building spectacular containers,
including what his favorite container plants are and practical tips on
how to plant and care for your
container designs so they will be
eye-stoppers that will thrive
throughout the season.
Here are the details (NOTE! there
have been a couple of changes
since last year):
Ciscoe's talk will be held at Islands
and Ocean Friday night, July 29th
at 6:00 PM. There will be 120 tickets available.
Tours will be held from 10:00 AM
(rather than 11:00) until 5:00 PM
on Sunday, July 30th. After the
tours this year, if you've decided
to also attend the winery party, we
will SHUTTLE you. Parking will not
(Continued on page 2)

Ciscoe's talk and is the same
as in years past, just $10.00 be available at the winery for you will receive a paper ticket.
anything other than handicap The second is for the garden
drop-off. Park in either the
tours ONLY and is $15.00 (80
Tiretown parking lot at the
and over free). You'll receive
corner of East End Road and
this year's pin and a map to
Bear Creek Drive, or at the
the gardens. Third is a combiDown East Saloon across East nation ticket which includes
End Rd. from Tiretown. The
the tours AND the winery
shuttle will begin its runs at
garden party. It is $25.00.
4:45 PM and will make its last Tickets for the tours+winery
run from the winery at 6:45.
will be limited to 300. Tickets
will be available after July 1st
There are three tickets avail- at The Homer Bookstore, at
able this year: the first is for the Homer City Hall parking
Gardeners’ Weekend
(Continued from page 1)

Harvest Dinner September 24
Save the date for this year’s
Harvest Dinner Potluck which will
be Sunday, September 24th, at
5:00 pm at the Methodist Church,
(Next to the high school entrance).

lot on Sunday the 30th at
10:00 AM, and at the tour
gardens.
Do join us! The Homer Garden
Club's annual Gardeners'
Weekend has truly become
the "must do" event of the
summer. It's a fabulous time
for our membership and for
our community.

by Jeanette Lawson, Social Secretary

ingredients in a homemade dish to
be shared by all. The Garden Club
will be providing prime rib, coffee,
tea and punch. We will also be
drawing for door prizes! Anyone
who would like to contribute items
For those of you new to the club,
for the door prizes, we would greatthis is a free event that the Homer ly appreciate it! If you have any
Garden Club holds for its members questions please contact Jeannette
(and spouse) each year in the fall. Lawson 854-9065. We still need
It is a time that we gather to celehelp with table set up, décor
brate the good eats from your
(provided by the club) serving and
garden, forest or sea by using local clean up, so please take this

opportunity to support this fun
event.

A huge thank you to all of you who
volunteered to help with last year’s
dinner. For those of you who were
gracious enough to volunteer for
this year’s event, I will reach out to
you the first part of September with
a reminder.
Enjoy your summer and I’ll see you
in the Fall.
2

Treasurer’s Report
May 2017
Income
Membership
Plant Sale
Donation at plant sale
Shirts sold @ plant sale
Gardeners' Weekend speaker tickets

Expenses
Venue
Speaker Honorarium
Hospitality
Plant Sale
Newsletter
Baycrest Garden

by Peggy Pittman, Treasurer

Homer
40.00
Garden
2097.00
25.00
Club
25.00
270.00
Presents
Total Income
$2,457.00
the 10th
150.00
Anniver35.00
27.48
sary
of
188.00
23.00
30.95
Total Expenses

Beginning Balance 5/1/2017
Income
Expenses

Ending Balance 5/31/17

Open 7 days a week
Lakeside Mall
3858 Lake Street,
Homer, Alaska

$454.43

$9,644.11
2,457.00
454.43
$11,646.68

Our rental department
offers a wide selection
of tillers, mowers, and
weed eaters!

Let us help make your garden beautiful with our
great assortment of planters, seeds, garden
tools, fertilizers, and potting soils.
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Personality Traits of the Gardener
This is the time of year gardeners
live for. This sunny day in mid June
is what we were dreaming about
when we placed those seed catalog
orders back in dreary December.
This warm soil under our hands is
what we imagined when we sat at
the kitchen table during a cold snap
in February, sketching garden layouts on graph paper. Our seedlings, which we tended in a sunny
kitchen window or under grow
lights, are now tucked into mulched
beds, suspended in hanging
baskets along the eves of the
house, or flourishing amid a layer of
bark in a flower garden. This is the
heady apex of summer, the ascension toward summer solstice. We
are here!

by Jessica Shepherd

foot on the ground, to rock back
and forth for a few minutes.

that was left behind when the lot
was scraped to build the house.
We are dreamers when we plant
But, as always, a mental to-do list is expensive perennials, knowing full
niggling at us and we try to hurry up well that moose, rabbits and porcuone job so we can get a good start pines all have a taste for exotic
on the next. There are weeds
foods.
among the flowers. The lawn’s
overgrown. And someone forgot to coil up the hose again.

This is a common trait among
gardeners – this drive to use up
those precious summer hours
in the garden to rake and clip,
water and weed, forgetting to
look at the beauty we create in
the process. Another trait, I
believe, is that we are optimists. Regardless of our particular pursuits, we are sure that,
Oh, to still our thoughts long
with just a little cooperation from
enough to savor these fleeting
Mother Nature, we will divine the
moments. To rock back on our
right combination of water, soil
heels where we kneel among the
amendments and sun to grow the
strawberries, garden gloves on, and best-ever garlic bulbs, or wine
breath in the dewy magic of the
grapes, or Siberian iris. We are
day. To drink up the sound of a
idealists when we include a few
hermit thrush as his calls spiral
Zone 4 and 5 beauties in our
down from the spruce tree on the
on-line shopping cart. We are
edge of the yard. We might even
tenacious when we fork compost
stretch out on the hammock, one
and sand into the clay substrate

Moreover, we are inventive. We
construct garden sheds out of scrap
lumber and secondhand windows
and doors. We build compost piles
that will heat up nicely using little
more than old pushki stocks, green
grass clippings, and the muck
pulled out of plugged gutters. We
fence, and terrace, dig ponds and
(Continued on page 5)

3800 Sterling Highway, Homer, Alaska
907-235-4969
www.alaskahardy.com
Alaska Hardy Nursery is the home of over 500 varieties
of Alaska Hardy® perennials, trees, shrubs, vines and roses.
Our goal is to provide the largest variety of
Alaska Hardy® plants suitable for the great North.

970-235-7140
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Personality Traits of the Gardener
(Continued from page 4)

Finally, we are easily delighted.
lay drip-line. We repurpose old
When we actually do look up from
bathtubs and boats, mud boots and rooting the grass out of the flower
even toilets into containers for
garden, we are enchanted by the
strawberries and trailing nasturfirst blossoms on the apple trees.
tiums. We make compost tea with We thrill at the beauty of silver
rash-inducing nettles and rain wa- raindrops on the mauve leaves of a
ter captured in a five-gallon bucket. purple cabbage. We happily take a
Once it’s good and stinky we ladle bowl out to the high tunnel and
it out onto precious squash plants assemble a salad on the spot from
like it’s ambrosia, and maybe it is. the abundance we have around us.

And we run our eyes contentedly
over the deeply satisfying composition of a tidy garden and a freshly
cut lawn. These moments, when
we are fully here, seeing and
breathing it all in, are like pearls we
string together. Enough of them
and we have memories of a sweet
summer to sustain us come those
long, bleak days of winter.

Local Nurseries—Just How Do They Work?

by Lynne Opstad,
Alaska Master Gardeners Anchorage Newsletter,
April 2017
Nancy Lee Evans shopping

Last summer I had the opportunity
to work at a retail nursery. It was
hard work but a lot of fun talking to
people about gardening all day.
The cross section of people that
garden is amazing, young couples
building their first garden beds,
little kids helping their parents pick
out vegetables, flower gardeners,
vegetable gardeners, and people
that grow herbs for medicinal purposes. Young, old, every race and
creed comes together in a garden.
It occurred to me that many gardeners don‛t know how a retail
nursery works. What goes into
making all those beautiful plants
available to us, particularly here in
Alaska? I set out to find the answers to these questions by talking
to several of our local nurseries.

Plants start arriving at indoor nurse- Native plants and others easily
ries the middle of February, coming grown here, like rhubarb, are
mainly from the western part of the sourced locally. Most of the smaller
U.S. They are trucked or flown up
depending on the size of order.

The season starts in September
when orders are placed with plant
brokers. A broker may represent
up to 50 different growers, which
makes the process simpler from
beginning to end. Plant selection is
a bit of magic based on what sold
in previous years, feedback from
customers and what‛s on offer by
growers. Annuals are trendier
than perennials and therefore
harder to predict what might sell.
Zone hardiness, light and temperature requirements are considered.
And last but not least, something
new and unique might just catch
the eye.

When plants arrive, they are
checked for pests, disease or damage. If the plants arrive damaged,
there is little recourse for the nursery; it‛s usually not possible to get
replacement plants or credits.
Once inspected, the plants might
be trimmed to improve airflow and
density.

nurseries over-winter their perennials and use cuttings. Bulbs and
tubers such as begonias, gladiolas
and dahlias arrive in early March.
Some annuals such as marigolds,
tomatoes, peppers and other vegetables may be started from seed.
Seeds are not available for plants
still under patent, which can last up
to 10 years after a plant is develPlants are sold as plugs, in the pots oped. Each nursery has their own
they arrive in, or replanted into larg- recipe for soil, using different meals
er pots or baskets. Some growers
and other organics added to the
specify that their plants be sold in
soil. Ordering continues until late
specific pot sizes and that their
February. Plants arrive weekly,
branded plant label and pot must
sometimes daily, during spring and
be used by the nursery.
early summer.
(Continued on page 6)
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sales in Anchorage; 60-75% of all
sales are done by the first of June.
A staggering amount of plants are
Keeping the plants healthy is the
sold but profit margins are slim.
biggest operational challenge for
Annuals are the most profitable,
nurseries. Watering is done every perennials and shrubs the least.
day, sometimes twice a day, dePerennials sales take over in midpending on the weather. Pest con- June and things slow down considtrol is essential; inside operations
erably. Left over plants may be
might release lady bugs, praying
donated to non-profits, saved for
mantis or aphidoletes. Diseased
the next season or sold wholesale
plants may be segregated or, deto businesses that stay open all
pending on the operation, treated
winter.
with natural products. Additional
I was curious, why do this type of
challenges are anticipating what
customers want, staying organized work? It‛s hard work with long
during the hectic season and man- hours. Courtney from Forget Me
Not Nursery said it‛s the cycle of
aging cash flow.
life that attracts her. She is conWhen our springs come early, gar- stantly learning and sees what joy
deners shop sooner. Mother‛s Day gardening and just being in the
is a big sale day. Memorial Day is nursery brings to people. Patty
and Anna at Sutton‛s Greenhouse
the biggest weekend for garden
Local Nurseries—How Do They Work?
(Continued from page 5)

said everything about it is fun for
them. They started in the business
when they were young; their mother loved to garden. They had large
greenhouses at their home and
took orders from the neighborhood.
Patty and Anna would deliver the
plants in little red wagons. Kelly at
Alaska Mill, Feed & Garden Center
says she loves the Alaskan summers and just being outside. Their
staff loves assisting customers that
have the same gardening passion
as themselves.
Whatever the reason, we are so
happy these dedicated people are
here to supply our gardening
needs. Together we make Anchorage a colorful and healthy place to
live.

Willow Garden Club Garden Tour 2017
July 22, 2017 10:00 a.m. -3:30 p.m. (all gardens including Les Brake’s Coyote Garden)
July 23, 2017 12:00-5:00 p.m. ONLY Les Brake’s Coyote Garden
Need more info?? Call 907-244-0830.

Homer Garden Club
P.O. Box 2833
Homer, Alaska 99603
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